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WEEKLY HEALTH REPORT 
NATURE OF THE DATA 


The data presented here are taken from the Statistical Health Reports, 
Form 86ab, rendered weekly to the Office of The Surgeon General by every 
hospital and separate dispensary in the continental United States. 


Because of the desirability of placing the information in circulation 
at the earliest possible time following its receipt, figures are in general 
shown herein as reported. Where there is some doubt as to the accuracy of 
the reported figures, their verification is requested, and the fact that 
they have been so questioned is indicated by the symbol (!). 


MORBIDITY DATA 


Admissions are reported only for cases hospitalized or confined to 
quarters and excused from duty for 24 hours or more, except for certain 
cases carded for record only (chiefly venereal disease cases which are 
treated on a duty status, and deaths which occurred before being "admitted" 
to hospital or quarters). Admissions designated as "injury" comprise all 
traumatisms (i.e., morbid conditions due to external causes, including 
poisons taken internally, results of exposure to heat, cold and light, and 
reactions to medications). Bearing in mind that under present conditions 
there would not be any direct admissions in the continental United States 
properly classifiable as battle casualties, all other cases are classified 
as "disease." 


are shown for all causes combined, for all diseases 
combined, for injuries and for a few specific diseases. These rates are 
presented on an annual basis to facilitate comparisons with corresponding 
rates in annual and monthly reports. Such annual rates of admission indi- 
cate the number of admissions per thousand mean strength which would occur 
over a year's time if the current week's experience continued for a year. 


The report also shows the number of cases of the more common communi- 
cable and certain other diseases of special interest. Appended is a list of 
cases reported for the rarer communicable and certain other diseases. 


The number of patients remaining in hospital at the end of the week 
per thousand strength as given in this report furnishes an approximation 
to the current non-effective rate. The mean number of non-effectives per 
thousand strength is given in the summary table for the total United States 
and for each of the Service Commands. 


MORTALITY DATA. 

Recent studies indicate that the reporting of deaths on Forms 86ab is 
incomplete, especially in the case of deaths from injury. The resulting 
understatement in the mortality rate from injury may be as much as 25 per- 
cent and occasionally even more, but the death rate from disease is not 
materially understated. Therefore in computing mortality rates from injury 
and from all causes on the basis of the corresponding numbers of deaths, as 
shown in this report, an appropriate adjustment for the underreporting of 
such deaths must be made. 


STATIONS WITH HIGHEST MORBIDITY RATES 


Included in the report is a table listing the stations (having strength 
of 5000 or over) with the highest morbidity rates from all causes, from all 


diseases combined, from injuries, and from a few specific diseases. Not 
infrequently, the excessively high rates of admission for all causes and for 
all diseases combined reported from reception centers reflect a large number 
of venereal disease cases among newly inducted men. Therefore, more signi- 
ficant of high morbidity from disease are the rates of admission for disease 
excluding venereal infections existing prior to induction, which rates are 
also shown in the table. 


HOSPITALIZATION DATA 


Current hospitalization conditions are presented in terms of bed capa- 
city (normal and total), total beds occupied and beds "available vacant." 


Unless otherwise specified, normal bed capacity in this report is de- 
fined in Par. 36b (1) and (2) of AR40-1080, 10 December 1943, and Par. 14 WD 
Circular 43, 1 February 1944. This includes the T/O capacity of non-fixed 
hospitals but excludes convalescent facilities. Total beds include expansion 
beds in addition to normal beds. Beds in dispensaries, convalescent facil- 
ities, venereal disease facilities, and college or university training units 
are not included in the tabulations for individual stations. 


The number of beds "available vacant" is defined as 80% of the total 
capacity less the corresponding beds occupied. The number of beds "available 
vacant" for each Service Command is the total beds "available vacant" for only 
those stations inwhich 80%o0f the total bed capacity exceeds the beds occupied. 


In the case of general hospitals there are shown, in addition, the num- 
ber of Army patients admitted and disposed of during the week (by death, 
return to duty, transfer, or otherwise), the number of such patients remain- 
ing in hospital (including convalescent facilities, if any) at the end of the 
week, andcorresponding data for battle casualties. The bed capacity and beds 
occupied in convalescent facilities are also indicated. The patients "other- 
wise" disposed of represent for the most part discharges on account of dis- 
ability. In the case of Army battle casualties, all of which are currently 
admitted to general hospitals in this country as transfers, there is shown 
for each hospital the net number transferred during theweek; i.e., admissions 
by transfer less dispositions by transfer. The total for the country as a 
whole represents the number of battle casualties evacuated to the United 
States from overseas theaters. 


EXPLANATORY MATTER 


In reading the detail tables, it should be borne in mind that admission 
rates based on small numbers of cases are not reliable. For this reason the 
symbol (?) is placed after admission rates computed on the basis of 5 or 
fewer cases. 


Where the current week's data for a particular station has not been 
received, the latest available figures are substituted therefor and the 
symbol (#) is placed after the name of the station. 


Because troops in transit and certain small detachments are not required 
to submit Reports, as well as for other reasons, the total strengthof the re- 
porting units as shown on this report has beenconsistently about four percent 
under the actual strength of the Army in the Continental United States. 
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FOR THE WEEK ENDING 26 May 1944 
COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS 


CURRENT MORBIDITY IN THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES 
All Causes: Disease and Injury: 

As indicated in the chart on page 3, the admission rates from all causes, from disease and from injury all 
decreased. The admission rates from all causes and from disease thus resumed their seasonal downward trends 
which had been interrupted during the week ending 19 May 1944. For the week ending 26 May 1944, the admission 
rate from all causes was reported at 595 per year per thousand and the admission rate from disease at 527 per 
thousand; both these rates were the lowest thus far recorded this year, and were about 22 percent lower than fo 
the corresponding week of 1943 and considerably under the lowest rates registered during the summer of either 
1942 or 1943. 

Morbidity from injury was reported at 68 per thousand or close to the low lével which had prevailed during 
the first five months of 1944. 


Respiratory Causes: 

Admission rates from colds, influenza decreased for the fourteenth consecutive week, being currently re- 
ported at 104 per thousand or 12 percent below the rate for the preceding week and nearly 45 percent under the 
rate for the corresponding week of 1943. The current week's admission rate from these causes is comparable to 
that reported during the first week of November 1943, when morbidity from respiratory causes was almost at the 
low level experienced during the late summer and fall of 1943. 

The admission rate from pneumonia declined to 10 per thousand or about 37 percent below the rate for the 
corresponding week of 1943. 
Common Communicable Diseases: 

Morbidity from venereal disease (excluding cases contracted prior tq entry into active service) remained a 
33 per thousand which is the highest rate reported so far this year. The number of new cases of meagles, mumps, 
scarlet fever, meningitis and rheumatic fever all declined; the number of cases of measles, scarlet fever and 
meningitis reported for the current week was the lowest for any week this year. The mmber of cases of mumps 
and of rheumatic fever remained at a relatively high level as compared with the early weeks of the year. 


VARIATIONS IN MORBIDITY BY SERVICE COMMAND 


All Causes: Disease and Injury: 
Slight increases in morbidity from all causes and from disease were registered in the First, Fifth and 
Ninth Service Commands; in the First Service Command the higher morbidity was in part due to a higher admissions 
for colds and influenza; in the Fifth Service Command to higher admissions from diarrhea and dysentery and ven- 

ereal disease while in the Ninth Service Command higher admissions from venereal disease were a factor. The 
Second, Sixth and Seventh Service Commands reported markedly lower morbidity from all causes and disease in 
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large part attributable to lower admission rates from respiratory causes. 

The highest admission rates from all causes (717 per thousand) and from disease (4@71 per thousand) were 
agein reported by the Military District of Washington. The First Service Command continued to experience the 
lowest morbidity from all causes (532 per thousand) and from disease (473 per thousand). 


Respiratory Causes: 

All Service Commands except the First reported lower morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. The largest 
decrease in morbidity from these causes were recorded by the Second, Sixth, and Seventh Service Commands. Not— 
withstanding this, the Seventh Service Command contimed to report the highest admission rate from these causes 
(145 per thousand), while the lowest rate (80 per thousand) was again experienced in the Fourth Service Command. 


Morbidity from pneumonia declined in every Service Command excpet the Fifth and Eighth. The Sixth Service 
Command continued to report the highest morbidity from this cause (21 per thousand). 


Common Communicable Diseases: 

Higher morbidity from venereel diseases (excluding EPTS cases) was reported from the Fifth, Seventh, and 
Ninth Service Commands. As a result the Fifth Service Command continued to report the highest morbidity from 
this causes (50 per thousand). Measles and meningitis cases declined sharply in the Fourth Service Command, 
while mumps and rheumatic fever cases decreased markedly in the Seventh Service Command. 


NON-EFFECTIVE RATE: 

The non-effective rate remained practically unchanged at 36.4 for the current week. It should be empha- 
sized that despite lower morbidity experience the current level of the non-effective rate is higher than during 
the corresponding period of 1943 almost entirely because of the steadily increasing number of evacuees from 
overseas theaters. Because of the non-uniformity in the distribution of General Hospitals as between Service 
Commands, variations in the non-effective rates by Service Command have little significance. 
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PATIENTS NING UNDER TREATMENT: 
The total number of Army patients remaining in hospital at the end of the week continued at about 36 per 
thousand strength. Thus far in 1944 the number of neuropsychiatric cases remaining has flucuated in the range 
from 15,300 to 17,000 and for the week ending 26 May 1944 was reported at 16,233 or slightly above the number 
for the previous week. The number of malaria cases under treatment has increased steadily in recent weeks from 
alow of 1,748 on 14 April to 2,143 on 26 May 1944; only 35 of these cases presumably were acquired in the 
be get States. The number of tuberculosis cases remaining under treatment was reported at 1,126 as of 
The net number of battle casualty patients admitted during the week was 792, the highgst number recorded 
so far this year. This increase was accounted for chiefly by gross admissions by transfer numbering 781 at the 
five receiving and evacuation hospitals (the net admissions at these hospitals were only 437 because 344 such 
patients were disposed of by transfer during the week). 


CURRENT HOSPITAL CONDITIONS: - 

The total bed capacity as of 26 May 1944 was reported at about 368,000 or about 1,000 more than at the end 
of the previous week. The number of beds occupied was 143,500 or practically the same as for the previous week, 
while the number of "available vacant" beds increased to 151,700. Total beds occupied represented 39 percent of 
total bed capacity. There were 15 stations with bed capacity of about 7,500 having no "available vacant" beds; 
one General Hospital with a bed capacity of about 3,000 was included among them. 


The number of normal beds was about 1,000 more than at the end of the previous week or about 281,000 or 
76 percent of the total bed capacity. Included in the normal bed capacity on 26 May 1944 were 648 T/O hospital 
beds and tentage, while the total bed capacity included 728 such beds, of which 151 were occupied. 


The total bed capacity of General Hospitals, which has shown a steady increase in recent months, was again 
reported at about 109,000 (the highest figure so far attained); about 48,500 of these beds (or 44 percent) were 
occupied, The "available vacant" beds at General Hospitals numbered 39,000 as of 26 May 1944. Normal beds at 
General Hospitals have been maintained at a level of about 85,000 since the beginning of the year. 


The total bed capacity of Station Hospitals (including the relatively small number of T/O hospital beds and 
tentage mentioned above) continued at the 259,000 beds reported since 5 May 1944. Normal beds in these 
hospitals remained at about 196,000. Total beds occupied as of 26 May 1944 numbered 95,000 (or 37 percent of 
thé corresponding total bed capacity) which is the lowest level reported during 1943 and 1944 to date. Station 
Hospitals had 113,000 "available vacant" beds as of 26 May 1944. 


As of 26 May 1944 the bed capacity of convalescent facilities in General Hospitals numbered 14,155 beds of 
which 4,341 beds (or 31 percent) were occupied. 
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l1-Forrest, Cp., Tenn. 
1-Van Dorn, Cp., Miss. 
l-Truax Fld., Wis. 
l-Hammond G. H., Calif. 


COCCIDIOIDOMYCOSIS (11) 


l-Walter Reed G. H., De. C. 
1-Brooke G. H., Tex. 
l-Hobbs Fld., N. Me 
3-Lemoore, AAF, Calif. 
le-Minter Fld., Calif. 
1-Roberts, Cp., Calif. 
2-Williams Fld., Ariz. 
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DIPHTHERIA (9) FILARIASIS (1) 
1-Thomasville, AAF, Ga. 
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2-Bruns G. i N. M. 

4-Jos. T. Robinson, Cp., Ark! 
1-Stoneman, Cp., Calif. 
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1-Valley Forge G., H., Pa. 
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3-Foster G. H., Miss. 
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l-Leonard Wood, Ft., Mo. 
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l-Greensboro, BTC, N. C. 
1-Fort Hayes, Ohio 
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2-Edwards, Cp., Mass. 
l-Jay, Ft., Ne Y. 
2-Kilmer, Cp., N. J. 
1-Monmouth, Ft., N. J. 
1-New Castle, AAB, Del. 
l-Geo. G. Meade, Ft., Md. 
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12-Atterbury, Cp., Ind. 
23-Breckinridge, Cp., Ky. 
12-Kearns, AAF, Utah 
40-Roberts, Cp., Calif. 
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ll-Amarillo, AAF, Tex. 
12-Bliss, Ft., Tex. 
21-Roberts, Cp., Calif. 
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22-Kilmer, Cp., N. Je 
30-Monroe, Ft., Va. 
44-few Orleans, PoB, La. 
26-Romulus, AAF, Mich. 
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